


Rate Your Effort Thus Far

• How are your grades?

• How much time do you devote to studying?

• What are you involved in?

• How much time is spent on frivolous activities?



What are you waiting for?

• What is your dream?

• What are you passionate about?

• What is your plan?

1. Improve yourself

2. Be determined

3. Believe in your dream…not your 
friends

There are no limits…only the ones you 
place on yourself.



Post-High School Planning



Social Studies 30 credits

English 40 credits

Math 20 credits

Science 20 credits

Physical Education 20 credits

Fine Arts 10 credits

Career Prep 5 credits

Health 5 credits

Electives 70 credits

Total 220 credits

Graduation 

Requirements



Stay focused, do personal best in courses

Don’t overload, maintain a balance, manage time

 Talk to your teachers/counselors regarding possible 

classes for next year

 Select the best courses for your future interests/plans

Use a calendar to stay on track

Research, Research, Research

College Fairs –

NACAC College Fair – Pasadena Convention Center –

Interest Inventories – college searches

SAT/ACT Testing

Utilize the Resources on the GHS website

What can you do now?





Avoid The Frenzy
“It’s hard for students to get into college 

because they only want to get into the 

colleges that are hard to get into.”

– Bill Maher

It’s not about getting in, it’s about getting 

out

Look beyond the most popular, most 

selective schools

California has three of the most respected 

public college systems in the country



4,700 colleges in the U.S., over 2,400   

4 year colleges

The average acceptance rate of all 

universities in the U.S. was 64.7% 

(2016)

Only 4% of the colleges in the country 

accept fewer than 20% of their 

applicants



What’s Right for Me?
Do you want to live on campus or commute?

Do you want to attend college in a city or small 

college town?

In what area of the country would I like to attend 

college?

What size college appeals to you?

Small – up to 5,000

Medium – 5,000 – 12,000

Large – over 12,000

Several campuses have a student population of 

over 30,000



Does fraternity or sorority life interest you?

Do you want to study abroad?

Can my family support my college costs?

What type of recreational/extra-curricular 

activities does the institution offer?

Does the institution offer my intended major?



a. History 2 years

b. English 4 years

c. Mathematics 3 years/4

d. Laboratory Science 2 years/3

e. Lang. other than Eng. 2 years/3

f. Visual/Performing Art 1 year

g. College Prep Electives 1 year

A-G Requirements



 There are 23 California State University Campuses              

– several will admit all eligible applicants



There are 9 University of California campuses



 California community colleges have a transfer admission guarantee 

with 6 UC and most CSU campuses – 112 campuses



Low cost

Small class size

Honors programs

Study abroad

Live in dorms at some campuses

Vocational and academic exploration

Athletics, a chance to play

Clubs, newspaper, TV and radio

Teachers teach vs. publish

Community Colleges



Western Undergraduate Exchange

www.wiche.edu/sep/wue

Neighboring states are actively looking for 

California students

Program of the Western Interstate Commission

for Higher Education

Students in western states may apply to enroll

in participating out of state 2 and 4 year

colleges at reduced tuition – 150% of resident

tuition

College and major participation varies, check

website for specifics

http://www.wiche.edu/sep/wue


www.princetonreview.com

www.collegeboard.org

www.act.org

www.californiacolleges.edu

www.ucop.edu

www.csumentor.edu

www.cccco.edu

www.assist.org

www.collegeprowler.com

www.ecampustours.com

www.ucan-network.org/

www.camputours.com

Researching Colleges



California Culinary Academy

Academy of Art University

WyoTech (auto repair)

S. F. Art Institute

California Institute of the Arts

Fashion Institute of Design and Merchandising

Universal Technical Institute

Heald College (business/technical)

Trade, Vocational, Art Schools



1. Poor grades in senior year

2. Not taking courses and grades seriously

3. Following the pack

4. Not enough research and visits

5. Believing there is only one “Right” college

6. Believing in “Good” and “Bad” colleges

7. Not considering private because of cost

8. Not putting your all into the essay

9. Careless or incomplete applications

10. Not managing time

11. Letting someone else complete the applications

12. Forgetting that all acceptances are provisional

13. Failing to notify colleges of D or F grades in senior year or

course changes

14. Applying to colleges you have no interest in or won’t attend

College Admission Mistakes



FastWeb.com

BigFuture.CollegeBoard.org

Scholarships.com

CollegeAnswer.com

ScholarshipExperts.com

StudentScholarshipSearch.com



SAT & ACT

ACT Test Date Registration Deadline Late Registration Deadline

April 13, 2019 March 8, 2019 March 25, 2019

June 8, 2019 May 3, 2019 May 20, 2019

July 13, 2019* Not in CA June 14, 2019 June 24, 2019 

SAT Test Date Registration Deadline Late Registration Deadline

March 9, 2019 February 8, 2019 February 27, 2019

May 4, 2019 April 5, 2019 April 24, 2019

June 1, 2019 May 3, 2019 May 22, 2019



SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER

• Talk with your counselor about the year ahead. Confirm that 

your courses will put you on the right track for college admission.

• Ask about test dates for the PSAT, ACT, and SAT. You’ll need to 

register up to six weeks ahead of time.

• Start developing a résumé—a record of your accomplishments, 

activities, and work experience. This will be an important part of 

your college application.

• If you haven’t participated in many activities outside of class, 

now is the time to sign up. Consider clubs at school, team sports, 

leadership roles, or involvement in a religious or civic community 

group.

• Take the PSAT. Taking the test as a junior will qualify you for 

some scholarship consideration and identify you to colleges as a 

potential applicant.

• Begin to prepare for the ACT or SAT. Plan to take at least one of 

these tests in the spring. Ask your counselor if you qualify for a 

fee waiver.

Junior Checklist



JANUARY-FEBRUARY

• Work with your counselor to set your senior schedule. Enroll in the 

most challenging courses.

• Register for a spring SAT and/or ACT. Ask your counselor whether 

you should also take an SAT Subject Test.

• Explore summer opportunities on college campuses—a great way 

to find out what college life is all about.

MARCH-MAY

• Start researching colleges and universities. Go to college fairs and 

open houses. Learn as much as you can about colleges online.

• Begin planning college visits. Try to visit colleges near you over 

spring break. Include a large, medium size, and small campus.

• Develop a preliminary list of colleges that interest you. Go online 

to request additional information.

• Take a look at some college applications. Make note of all the 

pieces of information you will need to compile. Make a list of 

teachers, counselors, employers, and other adults who could write 

letters of recommendation.



JUNE-AUGUST

Consider finding a summer job.

Continue investigating colleges.

Schedule campus visits at the schools that you interest you.

Begin thinking about your applications. Generally, colleges 

will have their applications online by the beginning of 

August.

Start brainstorming your college essay.


